
Stafford County Fact Sheet 

Lake Mooney Reservoir 

Where is Lake Mooney? 
Lake Mooney is located in south Stafford, off of Warrenton 
Road (U.S. Route 17). Its address is 495 Greenbank Road, 
Stafford, VA 22406.  
 

How big is Lake Mooney? 
The reservoir covers 520 acres and holds 5.5 billion gallons of 
water.  The stretch from the dam to the opposite side of the 
reservoir (the longest “finger”) is two miles. There are approxi-
mately 33 miles of shoreline. 

What is the purpose of Lake Mooney? 

Rocky Pen Run Reservoir (Lake Mooney’s former name) was 
selected by the Stafford Board of Supervisors as a long-term 
water supply reservoir for Stafford County in 1992. The reservoir 
is expected to meet the water demands of Stafford beyond 
2050. The reservoir is filled from the Rappahannock River using 
a 40 million gallons per day (maximum) river pump station. Lake 
Mooney is Virginia’s newest recreational lake. 
 
The Stafford Board of Supervisors dedicated the reservoir as 
Lake Mooney Reservoir on May 29, 2015 in honor of the late 
Stafford Sheriff’s Office Deputy Jason Mooney, who died in an 
accident on Interstate 95 in 2007 after responding to an emer-
gency call. Mooney was a graduate of Colonial Forge High 
School, served in the U.S. Marine Corps, spending a tour of duty 
in Iraq. He also served as a firefighter with Company 2 in 
Stafford.  

What park amenities will be at Lake Mooney? 
A small building that will house staff and two family style re-
strooms will be built at the park. In addition, a boat launch is 
available to visitors as well as trails.  

What kind of boats are allowed on Lake Mooney? 
No gasoline motors are permitted to be operated on the lake. 
Boats with gas motors attached must place the motors in a non
- operating position before being allowed use of the lake. In-
board motors are not permitted. Inappropriate use of gas mo-
tors will result in a $150 fine, revocation of fishing permit, or 
both. Kayaks and canoes are permitted. Please ensure that you 
wear a personal flotation device on your boat and also carry a 
cell phone with you to contact public safety authorities if you 
have an emergency.  
 

Can we fish in Lake Mooney? 
Not yet. Stafford County is working with the Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries to stock Lake Mooney with plenty of 

fish for recreational fishing. The type of fish added to the lake 
include Bass, Crappie, Chanel Catfish and Sunfish. Each fish 
population needs a few years to reproduce and grow to sup-
port recreational fishing. Please help us protect Lake Mooney’s 
fish community until further notice. The lake is closed to all 
fishing at this time to include catch and release. Violations can 
result in a $250 fine. A notice will be posted notifying the public 
when fishing will be permitted. Please check back on Stafford 
County’s Parks and Recreation Website at 
www.staffordparks.com or by calling (540) 658-4871.  

Is swimming allowed in Lake Mooney? 
No. As a water supply reservoir, swimming is not permitted 
anywhere in the lake.  
 

What are the hours of operation? 

Mid-March – October 31   Mon. – Sun.: 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

November 1 – Mid-March   Mon. – Sun.:  8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Lake Mooney is open 12 months of the year, weather per-
mitting.  The facility will be open after dark only for special 

events. 

Who can I contact for additional information? 

Please contact the Department of Parks, Recreation and Com-
munity Facilities at (540) 658-4871 or online at 
www.staffordparks.com.  


